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This lecture is part of the Interisland resilience and vitality 
project funded by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, 
Science and Technology-Japan. 

 

Godfrey Baldacchino is Professor of 
Sociology at the University of Malta, 
Malta, and President of the 
International Small Islands Studies 
Association (ISISA). He served as 
Canada Research Chair (2003-13) 
and UNESCO Co-Chair (2016-20) in 
Island Studies at the University of 
Prince Edward Island, Canada. He is 
the founding editor of Island Studies 
Journal (2006-2016), and edits Small 
States & Territories Journal since 
2018. He was visiting professor at 
the Institute for Research in the 
Pacific Islands, Kagoshima 
University, as well as guest lecturer 
of the Research Institute for Island 
Sustainability, University of the 
Ryukyus, Okinawa, Japan. 

Let's Try Again: Islands, 
Islanders and Resilience 

 

Title 

This presentation argues that islanders are 
neither especially vulnerable nor resilient. Like 
every other society, they develop methods of 
living with and by the natural circumstances of 
their environment - what we call 'culture'. In 
particular, island cultures thrive and depend 
on the 'outside'. Thus, when one looks at an 
island community, the focus must extend, to 
the source markets of their tourists, products 
and graduates; and the locations of their 
diasporas. 
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